The Whistle Sun Am KZ Lesson 9/24/23 
Memory Verse: Matthew 16:26 NKJV
26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
Target Thought: We can’t pay too much for our whistle,
Have you ever wanted something so badly that you would give just about anything to have it? This morning I am going to tell you a story about a little boy and a whistle. The little boy in the story is named Ben. His full name was Benjamin Franklin. Benjamin Franklin later grew up to be one of the wisest men our world has ever known, but in our story today, he was a little boy who did something very foolish.
When Ben was seven years old some of his friends gave him some money. It was quite a bit of money for a small boy. As Ben told it, "They filled my pockets with coppers." That is what they used to call pennies. With his pockets full of money, Ben headed straight for a store where they sold toys. On the way to the store, he met a boy who had a whistle. Perhaps it was a whistle like we have in the KZ store. When Ben heard the whistle, he liked the sound of it so much that he told the boy he would give him all of the money he had in his pockets if he would give him the whistle. The boy gave Ben the whistle and took the money. Sometimes we make choices with out thinking our actions all the way through.
Ben headed for home and when he got there, he went all around the house playing his whistle. His brothers, sisters, and cousins asked Ben where he got the whistle and he told them that he had bought it with the money he had been given. They all started to laugh at Ben and make fun of him. They told him that he had paid four times as much as the whistle was worth. Ben was so hurt and felt so foolish that he began to cry, but he learned a lesson that day that he would remember for the rest of his life. From then on, whenever he saw someone who had made a foolish choice in life, he would say, "That man paid too much for his whistle." God only wants us to make good choices and to make good decisions so that we can have a good life.
Some boys and girls want to be popular with a certain group of kids at school. They may do things that they know are wrong because they think it will make them popular. They are paying too much for their whistle. Is it ever ok to do the wrong thing to get what we think we want?
Some boys and girls want to be a winner more than anything. They are even willing to cheat if that's what it takes to win. They are paying too much for their whistle. Is winning at everything really what is most important or is acting like Jesus the most important thing we can do?
Some boys and girls think the most important thing in life is to have fun, so they spend all of their time playing and they never have time for God. They are paying too much for their whistle. Is it important for us to spend time with God everyday?
Is there something that you want so much that you are willing to do almost anything to get it? Jesus once asked the question, "What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet loses his soul?" Are you paying too much for your whistle?
Dear Jesus, we don't want to pay too much for our whistle. Help us to give You first place in our lives. Amen.
1. Do we ever make choices without thinking them all the way through?
2. Why does God want us to make good choices and decisions?
3. Is it ever ok to do the wrong thing to get what we think we want?
4. Is winning at everything really the most important? What is?
5. Is it important for us to spend time with God everyday?
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