If You Love Me Sun Am KZ Lesson 8/14/22
Memory Verse: John 14:15 NKJV
15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
Target Thought: We make choices to glorify Jesus
A long time ago—before any of you were even born—movie theaters often had a Saturday afternoon movie for children. Each week children would go to the theater and watch a great movie. Some of the more popular ones were the cowboy movies starring the great cowboys like Roy Rogers. (Show the picture of Roy Rogers.) Each week, right at the moment when the hero was in a very dangerous situation and it looked like he was a "goner" for sure, the movie would suddenly stop and on the screen flashed the words, "To be continued...." Oh no! Now the children would have to wait until the next Saturday to find out how the hero was going to get out of this mess. The next Saturday, the movie would review what had happened the week before, so that if someone had missed it, they would understand what was going on.
This week's Bible lesson is a bit like one of those Saturday movies. Jesus was trying to comfort his disciples. He knew that he would soon return to heaven and his disciples would be left alone. "Don't worry" he told them, "I am going to prepare a place for you, but I will come again, and when I do, you will come and be with me."  Do we ever have a chance to worry about something? What should we do? The disciples didn't fully understand, so Jesus continues... " If you love me, you will do what I have taught you. Why did Jesus say if we love Him we will do what He says? That’s right because He knows best and only has good plans for us. Then Jesus said I will ask the Father to send a helper who will never leave you." The helper that Jesus was talking about is the Holy Spirit. Jesus asked the Father and he sent the Holy Spirit to live in us and help us to follow Jesus and obey his teachings.
You know, when we try to explain how the Holy Spirit leads us day by day, most people can't understand it. Jesus said, "The world can't accept it because they don't know him and they can't see him." Do you know what they can see? They can see how you and I treat other people. They see when we are generous, loving, caring, helpful, and kind. I have heard it said, "You are the only sermon some people will ever hear." That is what you and I need to remember, we are the sermon, the only sermon some people will ever hear, people remember what you do more than what you say, give me some examples.
Jesus said, "If you love me, you will obey what I command." What did Jesus tell us to do? He said, "Love one another as I have loved you." Then he asked the Father to send the Holy Spirit to help us. When others see how knowing Jesus has changed the way we treat other people, then they will want to know him too.
Father, as the Holy Spirit leads us day by day, help us to follow and to obey. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
What did Jesus tell His disciples not to do?
What did Jesus ask us to do if we love Him?
Who did Jesus say would be the only sermon some people would hear?


